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“The arts are essential elements of education just like reading, writing, and arithmetic...Music, dance, painting, and theatre are keys 

that unlock profound human understanding and accomplishment.  Children should be handed those keys at an early stage.” 
- WILLIAM BENNET, FORMER US SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 

 
Sossaman Middle School Band Students, Parents and Guardians, 
 
Welcome to the 2022-2023 Sossaman Middle School Band FAMILY. I am excited to have your family as a member of the 
Sossaman Band Family. This policy guide/syllabus covers information needed to have a successful year.  

 
In order to have an exemplary performance program, certain standards must be set, responsibilities met, and goals 
achieved.  This guide outlines the policies, procedures, expectations and goals necessary for successful participation and 
personal reward in the SMS Band Program.  Although I will be going over this information in class, it is very important that 
every parent/guardian also be aware of the expectations.    After you and your child have reviewed the ENTIRE guide, 
please complete the google form that can be found by following this link by Friday July 29:   
https://forms.gle/B8cRHvQV1FmmNRkY8 
 
To have a successful band program, parents and students must always be informed. Most communication will be sent 
through email and through Canvas. It is important that I always have updated email addresses. If at any time during the year 
you need to update your email, please let me know.  
 
I am excited to begin my 28th year of teaching band, my 13th year in the Higley District.  My husband David is also a band 
director in Higley whom I met in the college marching band at NMSU. We have 2 wonderful sons; Ricky is 20 and Jax is 17 
and attends Perry High School. I love teaching band and helping kids navigate through life as a middle schooler. My number 
one goal is that every child feels accepted, loved and successful in the SMS band family.  
 
The band program at SMS offers unique experiences which will remain with students for the rest of their lives.  When a 
student decides to participate in music, he/she is making a commitment to an organization.  This is unique in that, unlike 
other classes, the success of the group depends upon individual participation, cooperation, and dedication to the group.  I 
am very excited that you and your child have decided to make music a part of your life!  I am looking forward to working with 
you this year and if you have any questions about the SMS Band Program at any time, please feel free to contact me, 
preferably via email.  
 
Musically, 
 
Jennifer Juarros         
SMS Director of Bands      
Jennifer.juarros@husd.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE ORGANIZATION 
The SMS Band Program is divided into three levels; Beginning Band, Concert Band (2 sections that perform together), and the 
Symphonic Band (2 sections that perform together). Each group is geared towards the student’s stage of musical development and 
operates with slightly different goals and expectations. By taking part in one of the bands at SMS, students will learn the benefits of 
belonging to and contributing to a large group. They will learn and implement goal-setting techniques, the value of hard work and self-
discipline, to work as a band family, and, of course, to appreciate, respect and perform music. 

 
The Beginning Band is for those students who are just learning to play an instrument or who may need more basic fundamental 
review to prepare them for their next level of band.  They will perform 2 concerts (2nd and 4th quarter).  Students must keep up with all 
that we do in class by practicing on a regular basis, at least 15 minutes each school day at home.  
 
The Concert Band’s musical focus is to build on fundamental training and theory in an effort to prepare them for the Symphonic Band.  
They will perform at least 4 concerts during the year. Students must keep up with all that we do in class by practicing on a regular 
basis, at least 15 minutes each school day at home. 
 
The Symphonic Band is the most advanced of the SMS bands and will perform at least once per quarter.  The Symphonic Band will 
also participate in several combined concerts with our feeder elementary bands and the Higley High School Band, school pep 
assemblies and other activities on campus.  We keep this group busy, so dedication to the group is a must for its members.  Because 
we perform so often, students must keep up with all that we do in class and follow up by practicing on a regular basis.  This group 
consists of 8th graders who have successfully completed Concert Band. Students must keep up with all that we do in class by practicing 
on a regular basis, at least 15 minutes each school day at home. 

 

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES If you know that you will not be able to meet this financial responsibility, please 
contact Jennifer.juarros@husd as soon as possible I may have resources to help. No student will be removed from band due to 
financial hardship. 
INSTRUMENT Every student who is registered in the concert and symphonic band will need to have a band instrument in proper 
working condition by Monday, August 1st (or sooner - I will announce). If you are unable to provide your child with an instrument by 
then, PLEASE email me. Beginning band students will likely need them by Monday, August 1st also, but we need to spend time 
determining what everyone will play first. I will keep you updated.  
 
Instruments should be rented or purchased from a reputable music store. Purchasing instruments from warehouse stores or on the 
internet is discouraged, most often they cannot even be repaired, and do not play in tune causing your child to struggle and negatively 
affect the band. If you would like a recommendation of a reputable instrument dealer, please send me an email and I will provide you 
with that information. A quality instrument is an investment. Consider getting your child a “step up intermediate” instrument instead of a 
“beginning” instrument for those in concert or symphonic band. Please keep in mind that a quality instrument is imperative for your 
child’s success and the success of the band. If it is a brand that cannot be bought or rented from a Music Dealer, it is not a quality 
instrument and it will affect your child’s progress and that of the band.  
 
*School Instruments* There is a limited supply of school instruments for rent ($125 for the year) and are typically assigned to those who 
have a financial need or larger instruments that are not always available from a music store (tuba, baritone, bari sax, French Horn). If 
you need a school instrument, a parent (not a student) must email me by Wednesday, July 27 at Jennifer.Juarros@HUSD.org. I cannot 
guarantee I will have one for your child, however, I will do my best. Once I know the needs, I will contact you with further information. 
 
SUPPLIES FOR INSTRUMENTS 
Students will be required to have all the associated equipment and materials necessary to keep their instruments in proper working 
condition. A detailed list follows this section. Everything listed is needed for your child to take proper care of their instrument and to be 
successful in the band. There will be periodic supply checks to ensure students have what they need to keep their instrument in 
working condition. Please take the list with you to the music store to ensure you get the right materials. 

 
CONCERT ATTIRE 
Every band student will also be responsible for having proper concert attire. We will be ordering a uniform polo shirt (great quality). 
That shirt will cost approximately $25. More information will be provided in several weeks. For performances, students will wear black 
dress pants or long skirt, black socks, and solid black shoes. We have a Tradition of Excellence t SMS, so in the interest of looking as 
professional as possible, the use of jeans, leggings, or athletic pants is not acceptable. Start planning now, and hit the discount stores 
(Goodwill, etc.) early to avoid having to find the uniform at the last minute. Band is a full-participation, team effort.  



CLASS PROCEDURES 
 

 Respect yourself and those around you. 
 Respect your equipment and the equipment around you. 
 Always be prepared. 
 Be ready to learn. 
 Always try and never give up. 

 
These procedures may sound over simplified and non-specific.  They do, however, cover everything your child will need to have a 
successful band experience.   
 

Students who respect themselves and each other support each other and the entire SMS Music Department.   
 

Students who respect their equipment and the equipment around them would never touch another student’s instrument or belongings. 
There should be no need to spend money on costly repairs and replacement equipment because instruments are not being respected. 
Students also understand that respecting the equipment means respecting the room. No food, drinks, gum, or candy is permitted. No 
horseplay in the band room. Cell phones are always in backpacks.  
 

Students who are prepared always come to class with their instruments, all their music in their binder, the supplies needed for their 
instrument, and a pencil.  
 

Students who want to learn know that they must make each minute of rehearsal count and will always be on time and ready to 
rehearse 2 minutes after the tardy bell. They also know that the best way to learn is to practice often…just like successful athletes! 
Students who want to learn need a distraction-free place to do so and therefore know that they should not have anything out during 
class that could be a distraction (cell phones, electronics, toys, books, other schoolwork, etc.) 
 

Classroom procedures have been developed to help them succeed and if any one student is hindering another student’s opportunity to 
succeed (usually by violating classroom procedures) there will be consequences. 
 

Although I don’t anticipate students not following classroom policies, on occasion a student may have an “off” day.  In that case, 
students will lose assessment/participation points for not following procedures.  In addition, the following steps will take place: 

 Loss of points/Verbal warning (I always try to work with the kids first) - so no news is GREAT news) 
 Parent contact 
 Office referral 

 
RESTROOM POLICY/WATER POLICY – I expect students to use their passing period to use the restroom or get water. However, I also 
understand that sometimes that is not possible. I ask that students refrain from asking to use the restroom during the 1st and last 10 
minutes of class and while I am giving instruction. Students will not be able to leave class to visit the water fountain/fill their water 
bottle. We are fortunate to have a filtered water bottle filling station down the hall and I encourage them to use that on the way to class 
and to keep water bottles at their seat.  
 

BAND INSTRUMENT STORAGE 
 

Every student will be assigned an instrument storage space or locker. It is designed for instrument/music storage only. It is provided for 
the student's convenience, and Higley Unified Schools cannot guarantee the security of anything left in the Band room. Instrument 
storage is to be used ONLY for band instruments and music – nothing else. The band room is locked when the director is not 
present. Instruments should not be left at school overnight. Students are not permitted to carry their instruments to other classes. It is a 
safety issue, especially on the stairs and the other classrooms simply do not have space to accommodate instruments. Band students 
will drop off instruments in the morning (band room opens at 8:35am) when they arrive at school and pick up after school (band room 
open until 4:15). If they arrive at school after the school day begins, they are welcome to quietly drop off before going to class.  

 
 
 
 



PERFORMANCES 
ATTENDANCE AT PERFORMANCES IS MANDATORY and is 25% of the overall grade.  If a conflict should arise with 
another school activity that you receive a grade in, an acceptable compromise may be made with your band director and the other 
teacher/coach on an individual basis.  It is the student’s responsibility to make us aware of the conflict AT LEAST 2 weeks in advance.  
To receive full credit for participation in a performance, students are expected to: 

 Arrive on time and remain for entire dress rehearsal 
 arrive on time and remain for the ENTIRE concert 
 wear the proper concert attire as described in this guide 
 exhibit outstanding concert etiquette 
 Perform music to the best of their ability 

 

BAND CALENDAR 2022/2023 
This is our tentative schedule.  I will always send out reminders at least 2 weeks prior to the performances.  Please mark your 
calendars now in order to avoid conflicts. Other performances and activities that require our participation will be added as we are made 
aware of them. Please know we do our best to avoid campus conflicts, however, it is impossible to avoid conflicts with other campuses. 
Several of our concerts will require a before or after-school rehearsal on stage since we don’t have the ability to rehearse on stage 
during the school day.  The rehearsal typically takes place the day of the performance for the beginning and concert bands before 
school and symphonic band after school.  Details will be communicated 2 weeks prior to performance.  For each concert, we have a 
fundraising opportunity that is not required.   
 
Oct. 25   Spooktacular Concert 6pm @ SMS – Concert & Symphonic bands   
Oct. 28   HHS Football Game  @ HHS – Symphonic Band Only 
Dec. 13   Winter Concert 6pm @ SMS - all bands  
Jan. 17   Band Bash HHS Feeder Concert 6:30pm @ HHS– Symphonic Band Only  
March 9  Dinner Concert on the Courts– 5:30 @SMS –Concert and Symphonic band only 
May 9   End of the Year Concert 6pm @ SMS gym all bands  

Symphonic Band performs at school pep assemblies and other events during school hours. 
Symphonic Band Disney Soundtrack Session @ Disneyland (dependent on school board approval) – once approved you will 

 receive information about this optional trip.  The date for this trip is potentially Feb. 25.  Students who fail a   
 class(es), receive a suspension or are not in good standing in symphonic band are not eligible for this trip.  
  

TRAVEL 
In the event we travel, all of our transportation is by district buses or charter buses.  It is a privilege to have transportation 
available to us, and so the following rules, in addition to HUSD district rules, will apply when on any off-campus trip. 

 All students must ride to and from activities in the school assigned transportation.   
 Noise levels must remain low (for safety reasons) 
 Always remain seated (no changing seats) 

Disregard for these rules can lead to removal from the performance and disciplinary action at school. 
 

PRACTICE 
Students are expected to practice their instruments EVERY night as part of their homework.  Students who don’t do their homework will 
negatively impact the entire band’s daily performance.  Every band student should have a designated time in his/her schedule to 
practice at home for 10-20 minutes at the very least.  All practice time should include warm-ups, technical exercises and musical 
passages.    Students should practice at least 4 times per week. The band room is open every day at 8:35 and after school until 
4:15 if your child prefers to practice at school.   

 
EXTRA PERFORMING GROUPS FOR BAND STUDENTS  
About a month in to the school year, we will send home information about our jazz band.  In the 2nd quarter you will receive information 
about our Indoor Percussion Ensemble.  Both of these activities are only offered to students in one of the SMS bands, have a fee 
(through a tax credit donation) and are often by audition because of the number of students interested.  More info to come.  

 



GRADING 
The Band Program grading policy reflects many items other than playing ability.  The grading system is based on attendance, 
assessment, observation of proper rehearsal etiquette and concerts. 
 

Daily Participation Assessment - Grade 25% The band is a performing organization; your attendance is important to your success 
and the groups success.  Each class period, students receive 5 points (25 for the week).  In order to keep all points, students will be on 
time, prepared with everything on the equipment list, participate appropriately and exhibit proper rehearsal etiquette.   
 

If a student is absent for more than 30 minutes of class, they will have to make up their points by documenting 30 minutes of home 
practice for each absence.  Upon their return, they will be responsible for getting the document from director.  They will have 2 days for 
each absence to return the document.  
 

If a student “forgets” their instrument, they will not be able to make-up their daily assessment points.  
 

To avoid grade deductions during instrument repair, students must first have their director look at the instrument to confirm that it does 
need repair.  Students should do this before or after school, not during class time.  If an instrument does need repair, students should 
continue to bring the instrument to school to “finger” along until their parents can get to a music store (hopefully immediately). The 
parent/guardian should email the director to confirm the instrument is in for repair.  If the repair is expected to be longer than two days, 
request a loaner instrument from the repair shop.   
 

If a student is feeling ill during the day or has had dental work done that prevents them from playing, they are still expected to have 
their instrument and music to finger along.   
 

Students will be assessed daily on rehearsal etiquette.  All band members are individually responsible for the success of the entire 
ensemble.  The following is a list of actions that are improper and will result in a deduction in points: 

 Unprepared for class (no instrument, music, 
pencil, etc.)  

 Talking or misconduct while teacher is giving 
instruction 

 Chewing gum, eating or drinking in the band 

room 
 Not participating 
 Use of cell phone or other electronics 
 Horseplay/messing around in the band room 
 Unprepared music passages ** 

Weekly Tests, Quizzes, Assignments 30% - Students will have playing and written assessments. Playing tests are evaluated on note 
accuracy, tempo, tone, rhythmic accuracy, articulation, phrasing, intonation, hand position and playing posture each Friday.  Written 
tests will also be given throughout the school year to assess theory, vocabulary and history knowledge taught. If a student would like to 
improve the grade they earn on an assessment, they will refer to the re-take policy below.  Re-takes will take place before or after 
school with prior arrangements made with director.   Class time will not be used for re-takes.   
 Re-Take 

SMS encourages students to re-take assessments on which they performed below their desired level of mastery. In order to 
be eligible to schedule a re-do/re-take time with a teacher a student must complete the following tasks:  

a. Make initial attempt at assessment 
b. Meet with the teacher to establish criteria to complete the re-take form and associated tasks. 
c. Schedule with teacher a time before or after school to re-take assessment. 

A student’s opportunity to re-take an assessment is always subject to teacher discretion and must be initiated by student within a 2-
week window after the initial assessment and before the end of a semester.  Re-takes are not offered on a score of 80% or better.  
 
Performance Assessment 25% - Attendance and proper performance etiquette is expected at each performance.  Refer to 
“Performances” for dates and expectations.   For performances, there will be a scheduled dress rehearsal that will account for 25% of 
the performance grade.  Performances CAN NOT be made up, however extenuating circumstances happen.  Parents should notify the 
director immediately through email to discuss a missed performance.  
 
Semester Final 20% - this is a playing test 1st semester and a written test 2nd semester.  
 

 
 
 
 



 
ECA TAX CREDIT 
The State of Arizona offers us a wonderful way to get funds to the schools’ extra-curricular activities through its tax credit program.    This 
program allows Arizona households filing jointly to donate up to $400 to the band program and be able to write the entire expenditure off 
the bottom line of their taxes.    For more information on extra-curricular tax credit donations, please email me.   
 

PRIVATE LESSONS 
Private lessons are highly encouraged at every level of musicianship.  Many top musicians are studying privately.  Private lessons give 
the student the opportunity to study once a week with a professional musician who specializes on the students’ instruments.  Lessons 
range from approximately $15 to $25 per half hour lesson and are worth far more than that to your child’s musical growth!  Please ask 
your local music store for a list of recommended teachers or ask your director. 
 

COMMUNICATION IS A MUST! 
In order to make sure all parents/students get information, I ask that parents/students provide a valid email address on the google form 
(see link below).  PLEASE provide email addresses for any parent/guardian who needs to receive information about your child.  Because 
some students have multiple homes, please make sure I have emails for all parents/guardians. Thank you!  If you ever have any questions 
or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me via email at   Jennifer.juarros@husd.org.  I will reply within 24 hours on school days.   

 

MAKE IT HAPPEN!! 
It is in the best interest of Sossaman Middle School that everyone involved in the SMS Band Program will maintain an enthusiastic and 
positive attitude throughout the year, believe in and abide by the classroom procedures provided, and to cooperate with and help each 
other live up to the groups responsibilities.  All of these things will help the SMS Band Program grow into the Superior program that we 
all want it to be! 
 
Musically Yours, 
 
 
Jennifer Juarros       
SMS Director of Bands    
 
 

“The purpose of education is not to create biological computers but to develop well-rounded, humane citizens with the skills to lead 
healthy, happy, productive and fulfilling lives.  Toward this end, every student at every level should have access to a balanced, sequential, high-
quality program of music instruction in the school.” -THE COLLEGE BOARD ACADEMIC PREPARATION FOR COLLEGE 

 
Please complete the google form by Friday July 30 
https://forms.gle/B8cRHvQV1FmmNRkY8 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to donate items to the band program, we are always in need of tissue, swiffers (to clean percussion)  
Clorox wipes.   
 
Also, if you can “scholarship” a student who is unable to get some of their supplies, please email me.   
 



Beginning Band – Supply List 

Please take this with you to the music store so you get the correct items. All band directors 
have different requirements so please do not depend on the music store to know what my 
requirements are.  You might consider calling music stores before you go to make sure 
they have what you need as they do run out of stock.  I do not want parents to have to go 
to multiple music stores.  If you need more time, please email me.  I will do periodic 
supply checks to ensure students have what they need to be successful and to take care of 
instruments.  We cannot be successful without the proper “tools”.   

All instruments:  
Essential Elements Book 1 
1" band binder 
Pencil in binder 
3 highlighters 
1 subject spiral notebook 
Band Shirt – info coming soon 
An instrument – instruments should be rented or purchased from a music store such as Music and Arts, 
Milano’s, East Valley Music Center, City Music Store, etc.  Please do not buy an instrument on line or from a 
retail store like Costco or amazon.  These instruments are extremely poor quality, play out of tune, leak, etc. and 
can’t be repaired.  This is very frustrating for students when they don’t have an instrument that works properly.  
When renting or purchasing from a music store, your child will have an instrument that works properly for them 
and can be repaired if needed.   
 
Instrument specific supplies: 

• Flutes: cleaning rod, swab, polishing cloth 
• Clarinets: swab, 3 playable reeds size 2.5 at all times (not size 2, no plastic or broken 

reeds), cork grease, reed saver  
• Saxophones: neckstrap, swab, 3 playable reeds size 2.5 at all times (not size 2, no 

plastic or broken reeds), cork grease, reed saver  
• Oboe &  Bassoon: swab, cork grease, 3 playable quality reeds, small water cup to 

soak reeds (I have them in the band room) 
• Trumpets: valve oil, slide grease, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake 
• French Horns: rotary oil, slide grease, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake 
• Trombones: slide grease and oil, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake, small spray 

bottle for slide 
• Baritones/Euphoniums: valve oil, slide grease, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake 
• Tuba:  valve oil, slide grease, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake 
• Percussion; concert snare sticks (5A or SD1), 16” yarn marimba mallets, 16” hard 

xylophone rubber mallets, (mallets - Vic Firth or Mike Balter brand suggested, can 
order from amazon), practice snare pad, stick bag, $75 equipment use fee to use 
school percussion (I will send a form home soon).  *Your child will not bring an 
instrument to school*.  A bell kit rented from a music store at home is nice for home 
practice if you can provide it and recommended.  



Concert Band – Supply List 

Please take this with you to the music store so. All band directors have different requirements so please 
do not depend on the music store to know what your child needs.  You might consider calling music 
stores before you go to make sure they have what you need as they do run out of stock.  I do not want 
parents to have to go to multiple music stores.  Students are required to have all items.  If you need more 
time, a parent should email me.  I will do periodic supply checks to ensure students have what they need 
to be successful and to take care of instruments.  We cannot be successful without the proper “tools”.   

 An instrument – instruments should be rented or purchased from a music store such as Music and Arts, 
Milano’s, East Valley Music Center, City Music Store, etc.  Please do not buy an instrument on line or from a 
retail store like Costco or amazon.  These instruments are extremely poor quality, play out of tune, leak, etc. and 
can’t be repaired.  This is very frustrating for students when they don’t have an instrument that works properly.  
When renting or purchasing from a music store, your child will have an instrument that works properly for them 
and can be repaired if needed.   

 Essential Elements 2000 Book 2. Please check with your child as they may already have this book from elementary band   
 Foundations for Superior Performance  

 A 1inch 3-ring binder (this is strictly for band, not used for anything else and must be 1”)  
 Pencil in band binder at all times 
 3 highlighters  
 1 subject spiral notebook 

 Band Shirt (info sent home later) 
 Items below specific to each instrument: 

Flutes: cleaning rod, swab, polishing cloth 
 
Clarinets: swab, 3 playable reeds at all times (size 3, no plastic or broken reeds), cork grease, reed saver  

Suggested for more serious musicians:  Van Doren B45 mouthpiece, Bonade ligature 
 
Saxophones: neckstrap, swab, 3 playable reeds at all times (size 3, no plastic or broken reeds), cork grease, reed saver  

Suggested for more serious musicians: Selmer C-star mouthpiece 
 
Oboe &  Bassoon: swab, cork grease, 3 playable quality reeds, small water cup to soak reeds (I have them in the band room) 
             Suggested for more serious musicians:  reed holder 
 
Trumpets: valve oil, slide grease, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake 

Suggested for more serious musicians: Bach 3C or 5C mouthpiece, Tom Crown metal straight mute 
 
French Horns: rotary oil, slide grease, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake 

Suggested for more serious musicians: Giardinelli C8 mouthpiece 
 
Trombones: slide grease and oil, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake, small spray bottle for slide 

Suggested for more serious musicians: Bach 6 ½ AL mouthpiece 
 
Baritones/Euphoniums: valve oil, slide grease, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake 

Suggested  for more serious musicians:  Bach 6 ½ AL mouthpiece 
 
Tuba:  valve oil, slide grease, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake 

Suggested for more serious musicians: Schilke 67 mouthpiece 
 
Percussion; concert snare sticks (5A or SD1), 16” yarn marimba mallets (about $23 on Amazon) ), 16” hard xylophone 
rubber mallets (about $17 on Amazon)  (mallets - Vic Firth or Mike Balter brand suggested), practice snare pad, stick bag, 
$75 equipment use fee to use school percussion (I will send a form home).  *Your child will not bring an instrument to 
school*.  Students do not need the bell kit they rented in elementary school.  They use all of the percussion equipment in 
the band room.  A bell kit at home is nice for home practice if you can provide it and recommended for those who need 
extra practice on mallets. Percussion has a lot of upfront costs, so email if you need more time for $75 equipment use fee.  

Suggested for more serious musicians:  acrylic bell mallets, medium timpani mallets.  
 
All Instruments suggested for home practice:  music stand, metronome, tuner – FREE apps on their smart phones.   



Symphonic Band – Supply List 
Please take this with you to the music store so you get the correct items. All band directors have different 
requirements so please do not depend on the music store to know what your child needs.  You might consider 
calling music stores before you go to make sure they have what you need as they do run out of stock.  I do not want 
parents to have to go to multiple music stores.  If you need more time, a parent should email me.  I will do periodic 
supply checks to ensure students have what they need to be successful and to take care of instruments.  We cannot 
be successful without the proper “tools”.   

 An instrument – instruments should be rented or purchased from a music store such as Music and Arts, Milano’s, East 
Valley Music Center, City Music Store, etc.  Please do not buy an instrument on line or from a retail store like Costco or 
amazon.  These instruments are extremely poor quality, play out of tune, leak, etc. and can’t be repaired.  This is very 
frustrating for students when they don’t have an instrument that works properly.  When renting or purchasing from a music 
store, your child will have an instrument that works properly for them and can be repaired if needed.   

 Essential Elements 2000 Book 2 -  same book as last year.  
 Foundations for Superior Performance –same book as last year.  

 A 1inch 3-ring binder (this is strictly for band, not used for anything else and must be 1”) 
 Pencil in band binder at all times  3 highlighters (blue, yellow, pink) 
 1 subject spiral notebook     Band Shirt (info sent home later) 
 All instruments need a Music Flip folder for pep music – I get these in bulk at a very discounted price of $5.  This 

is a huge savings as they retail for $10+ so HUGE savings!  Info soon. 
 Clarinet, Sax, Trumpet, Trombone - Marching music lyre.  It clips to your instrument to hold music for pep assemblies, our 

performance with HHS band, etc.  You will also need this in HS band.  Take your instrument to the music store to make sure 
you get one that fits correctly.  They do not make these for percussion, oboe, bassoon, baritone, tuba or French horn.  

 Items below specific to each instrument: 
Flutes: cleaning rod, swab, polishing cloth 
 
Clarinets: swab, 3 playable reeds at all times (size 3, no plastic or broken reeds), cork grease, reed saver  

Suggested for more serious musicians:  Van Doren B45 mouthpiece, Bonade ligature 
 
Saxophones: neckstrap, swab, 3 playable reeds at all times (size 3, no plastic or broken reeds), cork grease, reed saver  

Suggested for more serious musicians: Selmer C-star mouthpiece 
 
Oboe &  Bassoon: swab, cork grease, 3 playable quality reeds, small water cup to soak reeds (I have them in the band room) 
             Suggested for more serious musicians:  reed holder 
 
Trumpets: valve oil, slide grease, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake 

Suggested for more serious musicians: Bach 3C or 5C mouthpiece, Tom Crown metal straight mute 
 
French Horns: rotary oil, slide grease, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake 

Suggested for more serious musicians: Giardinelli C8 mouthpiece 
 
Trombones: slide grease and oil, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake, small spray bottle for slide 

Suggested for more serious musicians: Bach 6 ½ AL mouthpiece 
 
Baritones/Euphoniums: valve oil, slide grease, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake 

Suggested for more serious musicians:  Bach 6 ½ AL mouthpiece 
 
Tuba:  valve oil, slide grease, mouthpiece brush, cleaning snake 

Suggested for more serious musicians: Schilke 67 mouthpiece 
 
Percussion; concert snare sticks (5A or SD1), 16” yarn marimba mallets (about $23 on Amazon) ), 16” hard xylophone 
rubber mallets (about $17 on Amazon)  (mallets - Vic Firth or Mike Balter brand suggested, stick bag, $75 equipment use 
fee to use school percussion (I will send a form home soon).  *Your child will not bring an instrument to school. A bell kit 
at home is nice for home practice if you can provide  for those who need extra practice on mallets. Percussion has a lot of 
upfront costs, so email if you need more time for $75 equipment use fee.  Recommended for more serious musicians:  
acrylic bell mallets, medium timpani mallets.  


